
 
 

 

 

SUPERINTENDENT-GENERAL FOR EDUCATION MR RS 
MALOPE ADDRESSES OFFICIALS AT THE SPECIAL 
MANDELA DAY GATHERING – FSPGB – BLOEMFONTEIN.  
 
18 JULY 2012. 
 
 

Collegues welcome and thank you for responding so positively to 

our call to gather here today and sing a special song for Madiba.  

 

We are here to honour the legacy of Madiba, our National hero 

who pioneered our way leading to the democracy we all enjoy in 

this country today.  

 

In one of his famous speeches when he stood trial in 1964, 

Madiba reminded the nation of the ideals he stood for and the 

ideals for which he was prepared to die. He said: 

 

 "During my lifetime I have dedicated myself to this struggle of the African 

people. I have fought against white domination, and I have fought 

against black domination.  



 
 

 

 

I have cherished the ideal of a democratic and free society in which all 

persons live together in harmony and with equal opportunities. It is an 

ideal which I hope to live for and to achieve. But if needs be, it is an ideal 

for which I am prepared to die”. 

 

On his arrival from Robin Island in one of his public addresses, 

Madiba propagated among other things the importance of 

selfless community service,   humility, reconciliation, voluntary 

community service and provision of high quality education for all 

children of this country.  

 

Since his release from prison where he spent the best part of his 

life, Madiba humbly sought to transform South Africa from a 

separatist, discriminative, authoritarian and exploitive society, 

to a free and truly democratic society, seeking to uplift the lives 

of all South Africans.  

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

This is clearly expressed in his inaugural speech as the first black 

democratically elected President of South Africa on 10 May 

1994, when he said:  

“Never, never and never again shall it be that this beautiful land 

will again experience the oppression of one by another, and 

suffer the indignity of being the skunk of the world”. 

 

Colleagues, today is a very significant day for all South Africans, 

as our National icon Rolihlahla Dalibunga “Madiba” Mandela 

celebrates his 94th birth day. For us in the Free State Department 

of Education this day is a commemorative day, on which all of us 

must appropriately pay homage to this internationally acclaimed 

statesman.   

  

Therefore, Ladies and Gentlemen, it is befitting for all of us to 

live up to his dream. He doesn’t expect us to do extra – ordinary 

things as ordinary citizens of this country.  

 

 



 
 

 

 

But he expects us to do the most basic things such as getting 

involved in community upliftment initiatives such as caring for 

the needy whenever possible, getting involved in youth 

development initiatives, getting involved in the fight against the 

scourge of HIV /AIDS, the fight against poverty and 

underdevelopment, as well as striving for the attainment of 

peace, stability and prosperity for our society.  

 

Speaking on the 90th birthday of the late Walter Sisulu, on 18 

May 2002   Madiba said:  

“What counts in life is not the mere fact that we have 

lived. It is what difference we have made to the lives of 

others that will determine the significance of the life we 

lead. This is why we should all sacrifice 67 minutes of our 

time doing something for others”.   

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, as the Free State Department of 

Education we highly regard the personality of Madiba and today 

we honour our pledge to reach out to communities and do work 

for community upliftment. 

 

As part of the celebration of this icon and what he stands for, let 

us take action, inspire change and make everyday a Mandela 

Day.  

 

We thank Madiba for what he is, what he stands for and for the 

liberation he brought to the people of this country.  May God 

bless him with more years of “Good Health and Happiness.”  

 

Thank you very much!  

 

 


